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Terry LeeWilliams
1st AfricanAmerican Senator inUtah

Primary Source Activity
UtahCore Standards:
Standard 4.5.5: After studying examples of individuals or groupsmaking positive
changes in Utah, propose positive steps individual students or groups of students
can implement (for example, raising awareness through digital media, energy and
resource conservation, letter writing, fundraising).
Standard 4.SL.2: Clearly summarize information presented in various formats and
media and explain how the information pertains to the topic.
Standard 4.R.11: Compare a primary and secondary source on the same event or
topic.

Essential Question:
What was the experience of Terry LeeWilliams as the �irst African American Senator
in Utah?

I Can Statement:
I Can: write a summary of the experiences of Terry LeeWilliams as the �irst African
American Senator in Utah.

MaterialsNeeded:
Primary Sources Slides

● BYUDaily UniverseNewspaper - Copied or Projected
● S.B. 0121 Law

Student copies of 1st African American Senator graphic organizer

Teacher Background:
See Introduction to African American Community
Terry LeeWilliams Oral History (optional use)

Opening
Project or provide copies of theMartin Luther King Jr. Day Law S.B. 2021. Have the
students do See, Think, andWonder. First, have the students look at the law, and tell
what they see. Then read the lines 18 and 19 of the law, and have the students tell
what they think about it. Then have the students come upwith questions they have
about the source.Whywas it important for Utah to change the name of the holiday to
recognize this civil rights leader?

Procedure

1. Why did FrankMontoya, Jr., think that it was important to recognizeMartin
Luther King Jr. Day as a state holiday?

2. Read at least the �irst paragraph of the BYU newspaper article. If time permits,
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select one ormore paragraphs to read as a class.
3. Have the students list the reasons why this author thought it was important

forMartin Luther King Jr. Day to be a state holiday.
4. Transition into the lesson by passing out the 1st African American Senator

graphic organizer. The teacher can explain that they are going to be learning
more about theMartin Luther King Jr Holiday in Utah and a personwho
helped pass the bill for it to be a holiday.

5. As a class, read the paragraph at the top of the page. Then explain to the
students they will watch an interviewwith Terry LeeWilliams. As they watch,
they need to �ill in three things that they have learned, two things they found
interesting, and one question they still have.

6. Watch the video clip and have the students �ill out their papers.
7. After the video clip, do a Think-Pair-Share. Have the students turn to their

neighbors and share the three things they learned. Then call on a couple of
students to share with the class. Repeat the process for the other sections as
well.

8. Determine if it would be better to read the oral history selection together as a
class or if students could do it in pairs.

9. After reading the oral history selection, have the students answer the
questions. The �inal questionwill have themwrite a summary of the
experiences of Terry LeeWilliams.

Assessment
The student summary could be a formative assessment. See the rubric below.

Closing
The educator can have the students share the summary theywrote about Terry Lee
Williams.
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Rubric

4
Above

Pro�iciency

3
Pro�icient

2
Approaching
Pro�iciency

1
Emerging
Pro�iciency

0
Incomplete/No

Evidence

Clearly
summarizes the
experiences of
Terry Lee
Williams

Clearly state the
experiences of
Terry Lee
Williams

Attempts to state
the experiences of
Terry LeeWillams

Unclear attempt
to state the
experiences of
Terry Lee
Williams

No response is
given or the
response is
incomplete or not
relevant to the
topic

Includes only
essential, relevant
details

Include important
details but some
might bemissing

Includes some
relevant details
but critical
information is
missing

Contains
irrelevant details

Demonstrates a
clear
understanding of
the information

Demonstrates
adequate
understanding of
information in the
text

Demonstrates a
basic
understanding of
the information

Demonstrates
little to no
understanding of
the information

4 Utah Historical Society Lesson Plan | 2024



Lesson Resources
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Link to Primary Sources Google Slides
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Name:______________________________________________________________Date:______

Terry LeeWilliams
1st African American Senator in Utah

Whatwas his experience?

Terry LeeWilliamswas the �irst African American Senator in the Utah State Senate from
1981-1986. He introduced theMartin Luther King Jr. Holiday bill in 1985. It didn’t pass. He
presented it again in 1986. It passed, but the holiday was called Human Rights Day in
Utah. After 14 years of e�ort, in 2000, Human Rights Daywas changed toMartin Luther
King Jr. Day.

As youwatch the interviewwith TerryWilliams �ill in the chart below. Link to video: ABC 4
Interviewwith Utah’s 1st Black Senator (2017)
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Three things I learned from
the video……..

1.

2.

3.

Two things I found
interesting…..

1.

2.

Onequestion I still have……. 1.

https://youtu.be/FHnMoyB29PU
https://youtu.be/FHnMoyB29PU


Read this selection of TerryWilliams' experience from Missing Stories: AnOral and
EthnicHistory ofMinorities inUtah, and answer the questions below.

“[After I got into the Utah legislature] I was not a�orded the same respect and access [to the
system] as others. I mean, it was like I had no business here….Sowhen I arrived, I met
legislators who didn’t believe a black person could walk and talk intelligently at the same
time. Imean, I was speaking the same language they spoke, I was coming upwith the same
kinds of ideas, and theywere amazed, just amazed, I could do that….”

What they really felt was that they didn’t likeMartin Luther, Jr. They didn’t believe the civil
rightsmovement did anything for Utah. I heard thatmany times [o� the Senate floor]. They
believed that this blackminister, beginning out of Montgomery, did something good for
blacks in the South. But that’s it. They didn’t knowDr. King spoke up on their behalf as well as
everyone else's and that the passage of the [national] Civil Rights Act of 1964, opening public
accommodations in hotels, motels, and tourism, was to their bene�it, too.

When it came right down to it, they didn’t want to createMartin Luther King Day by
displacing Columbus Day or the emancipator's [Abraham Lincoln’s] holiday. That was
blasphemy to them. They didn’t believe this blackman did anything [of that stature] for this
country, much less the state of Utah.”

1. What were some of the challenges he faced as a Senator?

2. Howmany times did the legislature consider theMartin Luther King Jr.
holiday before it passed?

3. What legacy or impact did Terry LeeWilliams have onUtah?

4. Write a summary of Terry LeeWilliam's experience as the �irst African
American Senator in Utah. Include his experiences with theMartin Luther
King Jr. Holiday Bill.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
References
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ANSWERKEY
AnswersMay Vary
Terry LeeWilliams

1st African American Senator in Utah
Whatwas his experience?

Terry LeeWilliamswas the �irst African American Senator in the Utah State Senate
from 1981-1986. He introduced theMartin Luther King Jr. Holiday Bill in 1985. It didn’t
pass. He presented again in 1986, but the holiday was called Human Rights Day. After
years of e�ort, in 2000, Human Rights Daywas changed toMartin Luther King Jr.
Day.

As youwatch the interviewwith TerryWilliams �ill in the chart below.
Link to video: ABC 4 Interviewwith Utah’s 1st Black Senator (2017)

Answerswill vary
Three things I learned

from the video……..
1. 1st African American Senator in Utah State Senate

1981-1986

2. Fought forMartin Luther King Jr. holiday bill

3. The �irst Supreme CourtWoman Justice swore him
into of�ice

Two things I found
interesting…..

1. Many of the Senators have nevermet a black person
before

2. Coretta Scott King came to speak at BYU and spoke in
favor of the holiday

Onequestion I still
have…….

1. Why did people oppose theMartin Luther King Jr.
Holiday?
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Read this selection of TerryWilliams' experience from Missing Stories: AnOral and
EthnicHistory ofMinorities inUtah, and answer the questions below.

“[After I got into the Utah legislature] I was not a�orded the same respect and access [to the
system] as others. I mean, it was like I had no business here….Sowhen I arrived, I met
legislators who didn’t believe a black person could walk and talk intelligently at the same
time. Imean, I was speaking the same language they spoke, I was coming upwith the same
kinds of ideas, and theywere amazed, just amazed, I could do that….”

What they really felt was that they didn’t likeMartin Luther, Jr. They didn’t believe the civil
rightsmovement did anything for Utah. I heard thatmany times [o� the Senate floor]. They
believed that this blackminister, beginning out of Montgomery, did something good for
blacks in the South. But that’s it. They didn’t knowDr. King spoke up on their behalf as well as
everyone else's and that the passage of the [national] Civil Rights Act of 1964, opening public
accommodations in hotels, motels, and tourism, was to their bene�it, too.

When it came right down to it, they didn’t want to createMartin Luther King Day by
displacing Columbus Day or the emancipator's [Abraham Lincoln’s] holiday. That was
blasphemy to them. They didn’t believe this blackman did anything [of that stature] for this
country, much less the state of Utah.”

1. What were some of the challenges he faced as a Senator?
Not respected, not the same access to the same system, people thought he
couldn’t walk and talk at the same time, people were prejudiced against him
because of his race

2. Howmany times did the legislature consider theMartin Luther King Jr.
holiday before it passed?
3 times

3. What legacy or impact did Terry LeeWilliams have onUtah?
Answers will vary

4. Write a summary of Terry LeeWilliam's experience as the �irst African
American Senator in Utah. Include his experiences with theMartin Luther
King Jr. Holiday Bill.
Answers will vary
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